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BITE THE WAX TADPOLE 
 

Copyright October 1990 Jim Robertson 
Tempo:  135  Key:  D 

 
 
INTRO 1 (with lead guitar line): 
 
   A5  A5&7 A5&6  D(Dsus2)  A5  A5&7 A5&6  D(Dsus2)  A5  A5&7 A5&6  D(Dsus2)  A5  A5&7 A5&6  D(Dsus2) 
e|------------------------|------------------------|------------------------|------------------------| 
b|-10---8-----7-----3-----|-10---8-----7-----3-----|-10---12---15-----10-(8)|-10---8-----7-----3-----| 
 
 
VERSE 1: 
A                  G(add12) G(add12)     A  Asus4 
“Mare fattened with wax,” he said with confusion. 
“Not one of         Mao’s, nor         Confucius’s.” 
A             Bm           G(add12) A  Asus4 
“Bite the wax tadpole,” he said, he said. 
A          G(add12)    G(add12)    A         A 
Not wisdom of the East, but of the West. 
 
BRIDGE 1 (do two times): 
Bm      G6      A      Asus4  A  Asus2  A 
 
VERSE 2: 
Not from the Red Book, from the red bottle. 
Drink your medicine, like Robitusin. 
“Bite the wax tadpole,” he said, he said, 
dousing the hopes of the advert exec. 
 
BRIDGE 2 
INTRO 2 
VERSE 3 (with guitar solo) 
BRIDGE 3 
INTRO 3 
 
VERSE 4: 
Exporting America with a smile. 
To the lips, go shapely hips. 
“Bite the wax tadpole,” he said, he said. 
Not the Olympics, Olympus instead. 
 
BRIDGE 4 
INTRO 4 
end on A 
 
CHORDS USED IN THIS SONG: 
Note:  the chords on the 7th fret are NOT barred; let the open strings ring. 
 
      A5         A5&7         A5&6      D(Dsus2)     A      G(add12)     Bm          G6     Asus4    Asus2 
    ======      ======       ======      ======    ======    ======    ======      ======   ======   ====== 
7th ||1|||  7th ||1|||   7th ||111|  7th ||111|    ||||||    ||||||    ||||||  3rd ||||1|   ||||||   |||||| 
fr. ||||||  fr. ||||2|   fr. ||||||  fr. ||||||    ||123|    |1||||    111111  fr. |||2||   ||123|   ||12|| 
    |||3||      |||3||       |||3||      ||||||    ||||||    2|||34    ||||2|      |34|||   ||||4|   |||||| 
    ||||4|                                                             ||34|| 
 
 
Note:  if you are playing this song on acoustic guitar and don’t have a second guitarist to play the 
                                lead guitar line (part 3 of 4 of the intro), you can simulate it yourself 
  A5  A5&7 A5&6  D(Dsus2)       on the rhythm guitar by substituting these fingerings: 
|------------------------|      For A5&7 play:  For A5&6 play:  For D(Dsus2) play: 
|-10---12---15-----10-(8)| 
                                       ======          ======              ====== 
                                   7th ||1111      7th ||1111          7th ||1||| 
                                   fr. ||||||      fr. ||||||          fr. |||||| 
                                       |||3||          |||3||              |||3|| 
                                       ||||4|          |||||4              ||||4| 


